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La laïcité et l’école

The cartoon translation

1. Les défis du foulard – The challenges of the scarf
For me the veil is a sign of submission to God, not to my father or to my future husband.

I am always very chic.

Anyway, it is my choice.

We do not want you to wear the scarf. 

It is my choice.

At school, I have been obliged to remove my black veil, but two other girls refused!

What courage! (OUT!)

I am 12 years old. It is time that I wear the veil. It is my choice!

No covering of the head here!

It is not a head covering, it is my religion! (One does not oblige it! It is not a question of choice. A Muslim woman is veiled.)

Three days ago, an Iranian Muslim woman received the Nobel Prize for Peace. I heard that she dedicated the price to all the Muslims so that she continues to fight for their rights…

…that Islam until the present has always been interpreted by the men as issued from a patriarchal culture…

…that it was time that the Muslim women know better their rights and their religion…

That they (Muslim women) learn to interpret it themselves also …

2. The dilemma of the teacher

One should forbid the veil at school. 

I don’t know anything about that.

Listen! School in France is secular!

It is but…

In this country, the people fought for secularization!

…

Secularization is the foundation of the Republic!

….

At the same time, if these girls no longer come to school…

…It is chaos, (disorder)!

They will not have any chance of emancipating themselves!

They will be excluded however!

But if one lets this happen, tomorrow there will be an opening to wear everyting!

This will give voices to the Front National!!

This will be chaos!

Yes, chaos!

Anyway, I ask myself why they (the Muslim girls) veil themselves?

?

Problem of identity?

Family pressure?

To make themselves respected?

To find their place in a patriarchal culture?

It is chaos!

Yes, it is chaos!

3. The uncertainty of the politics

We should make a law against the veil!
No! We should not.

Our country is a secular country…

No country is ….

…You can tell me what you would eat at the cafeteria of your school on Fridays?

Fish.

You can name for me some school vacations?

Easter, Christmas, All Saint’s Day…

Then, you see? Absolute secularization does not exist!

…

Yes, but the veil is a ostentatious sign.

I agree.

It is necessary therefore to forbid it!

I don’t agree!

People should be able to have the choice!

The choice of what? To be integrated?

And then, I am going to tell you a thing: it is not often the choice of the girls, but that of their family!

More reason!

But, not at all!

Listen, if it is the choice of the girls, it is necessary to respect it…

And if they are obliged, the school will be their only place of liberty!

Instead of attacking the veil, it is necessary to understand why they wear it!

…And the public opinion, on all this?

?

And if one was to conduct a survey?
